
1/23/2014 January | 2014 | Climate Mom

http://climatemom.com/2014/01/ 1/3

MONTHLY ARCHIVES: JANUARY 2014

Overflow Crowd at Court of Appeals Hearing on
Climate

Plaintiff Kelsey Juliana, 17, with her lawyer Tanya Sanerib,

and Eugene mayor Kitty Piercy

Today at the University of Oregon Law School, three judges from the Oregon Court of Appeals heard oral

arguments in the landmark atmospheric trust suit brought against Oregon Governor Kitzhaber by two youth

plaintiffs, Kelsey Juliana, 17, and Olivia Cherniak, 13.  They’re demanding he use his power as governor to

protect the atmosphere on which their lives depend. State lawyers argued that the court did not have the

authority to compel the executive office to protect the atmosphere. The crowd of 350, many of them young

people, couldn’t fit in the classroom-turned-courtoom.

University of Oregon law professor and atmospheric trust litigation scholar Mary Christina Wood literally

wrote the book –Nature’s Trust, released in October 2013– on using the public trust doctrine to do what the

government is failing to do: protect future generations from climate chaos.

Flanked by the plaintiffs, their lawyer, and Eugene Mayor Kitty Piercy, Wood said it would be a great victory

for the climate if the judges stepped up to compel the state to protect the climate using the doctrine of

public trust.
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“It would be the call heard ’round the world,” she said to journalists after the hearing.

The decision could be several months in the making. Fingers crossed that Oregon will lead the way in using

public trust doctrine to help us avoid the worst effects of climate change.

Outside of the classroom-turned-courtroom at the

University of Oregon School of Law, reporters interview

Kelsey, the mayor, and lawyers involved in the climate suit

Many of the crowd of 350 had to be seated in an overflow

room
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170 middle, high, and university students showed up to

hear the oral arguments in the landmark case

 

This entry was posted in Uncategorized on January 17, 2014 [http://climatemom.com/overflow-crowd-at-

court-of-appeals-hearing-on-climate/] .
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