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Florida Youth File Appeal in Constitutional Climate Change Case  
  

TALLAHASSEE, Fla. – A notice of appeal was filed today on behalf of eight young 
Floridians who filed suit against the state of Florida and its governor for contributing to 
climate change and violating their constitutional rights. 
  
On June 1, Circuit Judge Kevin J. Carroll “regretfully” ruled against the plaintiffs’ request 
to proceed to trial in Reynolds v. State of Florida and urged them to appeal. He said he 
was tempted “to deny the motions to dismiss and go ahead” but ultimately decided the 
court was being asked to solve a political question. 
  
“Florida youth are facing grave climate change impacts, but state government continues 
to make the problem worse and put these kids in harm’s way. The plaintiffs are 
committed to doing everything in their power to hold their government accountable for 
infringing their constitutional rights,” said plaintiffs’ counsel Andrea K. Rodgers. 
  
The young plaintiffs allege that by its actions – including creating and perpetuating an 
energy system based on fossil fuels – the state, including Gov. DeSantis, is violating 
their constitutional rights to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. In addition, the 
plaintiffs say, the state’s action is allowing harm to constitutionally protected and 
essential public trust resources. The National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration’s recent prediction of a “busy” Atlantic hurricane season illustrates the 
dangers of the state’s current approach to energy. 
  

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/571d109b04426270152febe0/t/5ed58af7ccf8d7327db327b1/1591053048462/2020.06.01.ReynoldsvFL.pdf
https://www.ourchildrenstrust.org/florida
https://www.noaa.gov/media-release/busy-atlantic-hurricane-season-predicted-for-2020


“We remain deeply dedicated to solving our climate crisis and we look forward to the 
next step in the process,” said Delaney Reynolds, the 20-year-old named plaintiff from 
Miami. 
  
Reynolds v. State of Florida was filed in Leon County Court on April 16, 2018. The 
plaintiffs, now ranging in age from 12 to 22 years, are from Miami-Dade, Alachua, 
Broward, Brevard, Escambia, Monroe, and Hendry counties. They are asking for the 
court to declare that the state is violating the constitution by knowingly implementing an 
energy system that is harmful to children. They also seek a court-ordered, science-
based climate recovery plan, prepared by the defendants, that will reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions in Florida. 
  
“The lawsuit has given me a microphone and an opportunity to speak out and have my 
voice heard. Without it, I would still be a kid who didn’t think I could make a difference,” 
said Valholly, a 17-year-old plaintiff. 
  

Reynolds v. State of Florida is one of several youth-led climate change lawsuits brought 
by Our Children’s Trust. Other state cases include Held v. State of Montana, Sagoonick 
v. State of Alaska, Chernaik v. Brown (Oregon), and Aji P. v. State of Washington. Our 
Children’s Trust also represents the youth plaintiffs behind the landmark federal 
constitutional climate lawsuit, Juliana v. United States, which was brought by 21 young 
Americans and the youth-led climate organization, Earth Guardians. 
  

  
------------ 
  
Counsel for the youth plaintiffs include Guy M. Burns and Wallace “Wally” Pope, Jr., 
both of Johnson Pope Bokor Ruppel & Burns LLP, Tampa, Fla.; Mitchell Chester, Law 
Office of Mitchell A. Chester, Plantation, Fla.; Jane West, Jane West Law, P.L., St. 
Augustine, Fla.; Erin Deady, Erin L. Deady, Delray Beach, Fla.; Deb Swim, Deb Swim, 
PLLC, Tallahassee, Fla.; Matthew Schultz, Levin Papantonio Thomas Mitchell Rafferty 
& Proctor PA, Pensacola, Fla.; and Andrea Rodgers, Our Children’s Trust. 
  
Our Children’s Trust is a nonprofit public interest law firm that provides strategic, 
campaign-based legal services to youth from diverse backgrounds to secure their legal 
rights to a safe climate. We work to protect the Earth’s climate system for present and 
future generations by representing young people in global legal efforts to secure their 
binding and enforceable legal rights to a healthy atmosphere and stable climate, based 
on the best available science. We support our youth clients and amplify their voices 
before the third branch of government in a highly strategic legal campaign that includes 
targeted media, education, and public engagement work to support the youths’ legal 
actions. Our legal work – guided by constitutional, public trust, human rights laws and 
the laws of nature – aims to ensure systemic and science-based climate recovery 
planning and remedies at federal, state, and global levels. www.ourchildrenstrust.org/ 
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