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FOSSIL FUEL INDUSTRY EXITS YOUTH CLIMATE CASE 
 

Industry groups believe Trump Administration will act in their best interest 
 
Today, U.S. Magistrate Judge Thomas Coffin issued an order in Juliana v. United States 
releasing three fossil fuel industry trade associations from being defendants in the climate 
lawsuit brought by 21 young people.  
 
When youth plaintiffs filed their lawsuit in 2015, they did not name National Association of 
Manufacturers (“NAM”), American Petroleum Institute, or American Fuel and Petrochemical 
Manufacturers, as defendants. The associations joined together to intervene in November 2015 
on the side of the U.S. government defendants, but last month, all three industry groups 
submitted motions seeking the court’s permission to withdraw from the case. 

Linda Kelly, NAM General Counsel recently said that because of the shift in administrations, 
NAM “no longer feel[s] that [its] participation in this case is needed to safeguard industry and 
[its] workers.” 

Julia Olson, co-lead counsel for plaintiffs and executive director of Our Children’s Trust, said: 
 

“Over 18 months ago, these fossil fuel associations went to incredible lengths to become 
defendants so that they could attempt to get this this lawsuit dismissed. They failed.”  
 

Kiran Oommen, 20, youth plaintiff of Seattle, Washington, said: 
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“Good riddance. The meddling of these groups in our democracy is well-documented. 
Maybe it’s time they need to withdraw from those activities as well.” 

 
Avery McRae, 11, youth plaintiff of Eugene, Oregon, said: 
 

“A bunch of kids just scared off the fossil fuel industry. Now that they’re out of our way, 
we can focus on what’s important: holding our government accountable. I look forward 
to going to trial against the Trump Administration this fall.” 

 
Juliana v. United States was brought by 21 young plaintiffs, and Earth Guardians, who argue that 
their constitutional and public trust rights are being violated by the government’s creation of 
climate danger. The case is one of many related legal actions brought by youth in several states 
and countries, all supported by Our Children’s Trust, seeking science-based action by 
governments to stabilize the climate system. 

Counsel for Plaintiffs include Philip L. Gregory, Esq. of Cotchett, Pitre & McCarthy of 
Burlingame, CA, Daniel M. Galpern Esq. and Julia Olson, Esq. of Eugene, OR. 

Our Children's Trust is a nonprofit organization, elevating the voice of youth, those with most to 
lose, to secure the legal right to a healthy atmosphere and stable climate on behalf of present 
and future generations. We lead a coordinated global human rights and environmental justice 
campaign to implement enforceable science-based Climate Recovery Plans that will return 
atmospheric carbon dioxide concentration to below 350 ppm by the year 2100. 
www.ourchildrenstrust.org/ 

Earth Guardians is a Colorado-based nonprofit organization with youth chapters on five 
continents, and multiple groups in the United States with thousands of members working 
together to protect the Earth, the water, the air, and the atmosphere, creating healthy 
sustainable communities globally. We inspire and empower young leaders, families, schools, 
organizations, cities, and government officials to make positive change locally, nationally, and 
globally to address the critical state of the Earth. www.earthguardians.org 
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