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Critical Hearing Before Judge Ann Aiken in Juliana v. United States  
 
WHAT: For the first time since September 2016, Federal District Court Judge Ann Aiken will 

publicly hear oral arguments from the parties in Juliana v. United States. Judge Aiken 
will hear arguments on the Trump Administration’s latest procedural devices to avoid 
trial, a motion for judgment on the pleadings (“MJP”) and a motion for summary 
judgment (“MSJ”). 

 
The Trump Administration’s MJP attempts to reargue issues already rejected by the 
District Court and the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals. It also seeks to dismiss this 
President from the Juliana lawsuit, arguing federal courts do not have jurisdiction over, 
and cannot grant relief against, this President. The MSJ reargues issues previously 
rejected by Judge Aiken, asserting again the youth plaintiffs do not have constitutional 
rights at stake and do not have standing to sue the Trump Administration for the fossil 
fuel energy system it is perpetuating and growing to “global dominance,” and worsening 
climate change.  
 
In other efforts to avoid trial, on July 5, the Trump Administration also filed a second 
“writ of mandamus” petition with the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit and a 
second motion to stay all proceedings in the district court. On July 16, Chief Judge 
Thomas, and Judges Berzon and Friedland of the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals again 
ruled in favor of the youth plaintiffs and denied the Trump Administration’s motion to 
stay the case. In a final attempt to stop trial, on July 17, the Trump Administration filed a 
motion with the United States Supreme Court to stay discovery and trial in the U.S. 
District Court of Oregon. The Supreme Court has yet to issue an order on that motion. 
 

WHEN: Wednesday, July 18, 2018  
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1:00 p.m. PST - Gathering outside the courtroom 
2:00 p.m. PST - Oral arguments begin 
~5:00 p.m. PST or immediately after arguments - Press conference with youth plaintiffs 
and their attorneys 
 
Our Children’s Trust will live stream the press conference on Facebook. 

 
WHERE: Wayne Lyman Morse United States Courthouse, Eugene, Oregon (map) 

Courtroom 1, the hearing will also be streamed to overflow courtrooms. 
  

WHO:  Several of the youth plaintiffs and attorneys for all parties. Counsel for the plaintiffs will 
be available for comment after the hearing.  

 
Juliana v. United States is not about the government’s failure to act on climate. Instead, these 21 young 
plaintiffs assert that the U.S. government, through its affirmative actions in creating a national energy 
system that causes climate change, is depriving them of their constitutional rights to life, liberty, and 
property, and has failed to protect essential public trust resources. The case is one of many related legal 
actions brought by youth in several states and countries, all supported by Our Children’s Trust, and all 
seeking science-based action by governments to stabilize the climate system. 

Counsel for Plaintiffs are Julia Olson, Esq. of Eugene, OR, Philip L. Gregory, Esq. of Gregory Law 
Group of Redwood City, CA, and Andrea Rodgers, Esq. of Seattle, WA. 

Our Children’s Trust is a nonprofit organization, leading a coordinated global human rights and 
environmental justice campaign to implement enforceable science-based Climate Recovery Plans that will 
return atmospheric carbon dioxide concentrations to below 350 ppm by the year 2100. We elevate the 
voice of youth, those with most to lose in the climate crisis, to secure the legal right to a healthy 
atmosphere and stable climate on behalf of all present and future generations. 
www.ourchildrenstrust.org/ 

Earth Guardians is a Colorado-based nonprofit organization with youth chapters on five continents, and 
multiple groups in the United States with thousands of members working together to protect the Earth, the 
water, the air, and the atmosphere, creating healthy sustainable communities globally. We inspire and 
empower young leaders, families, schools, organizations, cities, and government officials to make positive 
change locally, nationally, and globally to address the critical state of the Earth. 
www.earthguardians.org 
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