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Alaska Supreme Court to Hear Oral Argument in Sinnok v. State of Alaska, 
the Biggest Climate Lawsuit in the State  

 
Young Alaskans Claim Their Lives are Endangered by the State’s Actions that 

 Cause Climate Chaos  
 

WHAT: The Alaska Supreme Court will hear oral arguments in Sinnok v. Alaska, the 
constitutional climate lawsuit brought by 16 young Alaskans.  

 
WHEN: Wednesday, October 9, 2019  

1:30 - 2:30 pm AKDT, press conference outside of the courthouse will 
immediately follow  

 
WHERE: Boney Courthouse, 303 K Street, Anchorage, Alaska 

 
WHO: Several of the youth plaintiffs and their attorneys, Brad De Noble and Andrew 

Welle 
 
WHY: Last November, the youth filed their notice of appeal with the Alaska Supreme 

Court after Superior Court Judge Gregory Miller granted the State’s motion to 
dismiss the youths’ case. Judge Miller concluded that plaintiffs did not point to 
any policy of the State that has contributed to climate change and ruled that their 
claims can only be addressed by Alaska’s political branches - the defendants in 
the case.  
 
Pointing to Alaska Statute 44.99.115(2)(B), which declares that it is the policy of 
the State of Alaska to promote fossil fuels, the youth argue in their appeal that the 
Superior Court mistakenly concluded that plaintiffs did not show how Alaska has 
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adopted an energy policy that contributes to climate change. They also contend 
that Alaska’s courts have a duty to check the affirmative constitutional violations 
of the political branches in adopting and implementing that policy.  

 
The Alaska Supreme Court will now determine whether to allow the young 
plaintiffs to head to trial against the state, in a lawsuit that, if successful, would 
prevent the State of Alaska from implementing policies that promote fossil fuels, 
exacerbating climate change and endangering Alaska’s youth.  

 
Members of the media who wish to photograph or record proceedings in the courthouse or 
at the press conference afterwards should complete and submit to the Alaska Supreme 
Court a Media Request Form available at: 
https://public.courts.alaska.gov/web/forms/docs/tf-945.pdf (Case No. 1-17297) 
 
To watch a livestream of the hearing visit 
https://www.360north.org/gavel/video/?clientID=2147483647&eventID=2019101003 
To watch a livestream of the press conference visit www.facebook.com/youthvgov  
 
Sinnok v. Alaska is one of many related legal actions supported by Our  Children’s Trust, and 
brought by youth in several states and countries, including Juliana v. United States, seeking 
science-based action by governments to secure a safe climate and healthy atmosphere for present 
and future generations.  
 
Counsel for Plaintiffs are Andrew Welle, Esq. of Eugene, OR and Brad De Noble, Esq. of Eagle 
River, AK. 

Our Children’s Trust is a nonprofit organization, elevating the voice of youth, those with most 
to lose, to secure the legal right to a healthy atmosphere and stable climate on behalf of present 
and future generations. We lead a coordinated global human rights and environmental justice 
campaign to implement enforceable science-based Climate Recovery Plans that will return 
atmospheric carbon dioxide concentration to below 350 ppm by the year 2100. 
www.ourchildrenstrust.org/ 
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