
Dear Pennsylvania Legislator,  
 
My name is Ashley Funk, and I live in a small community nestled within the Appalachian 
Mountains, known as Mount Pleasant, Pennsylvania. I am 18 years old, and within those years, I 
have recognized firsthand the damages caused by the fossil fuel industries. The foundations of 
Mount Pleasant were built upon the coal industry, and although mining hasn’t occurred in 
decades, the pollution still haunts my community.  
 
Huge, black mountains of coal waste stand amidst pristine forests. These wastelands are known 
as gob piles and slate dumps, and the chemicals in the dumps continue to cause acid drainage, 
which pollutes local waterways and environments. While we visibly notice that mining coal 
harms our environment, we must also recognize that burning coal and other fossil fuels continue 
to destroy one of our most precious natural resources—our atmosphere.  
  
I’m writing to you to ask for your help—together, we must demonstrate that our atmosphere 
needs to be protected, just like we protect waterways and roadsides from pollution. I’m asking 
the government to join me and other youth across the nation as we strive to preserve the balance 
of our atmosphere. We must not disregard its importance—it is a public trust that must be 
preserved for our generation and for generations to come. We must recognize that the 
destruction of our atmosphere is the destruction of human health. If we continue to disrupt the 
unique balance of our climate, we continue to disrupt the lifestyles of humans worldwide, with 
extreme heat, unprecedented natural disasters, and other fatal effects of climate change.  
 
Leading climate scientist, Dr. James Hansen and other reputable scientists conclude that carbon 
dioxide emissions need to peak in 2012 and decline by 6% per year starting in 2013. If this does 
not happen, the irreplaceable balance of our climate may be lost forever. Climate change is not 
political—it is science, and the science is showing us that we need change. So, I ask you to please 
listen to our generation, for the sake of our livelihoods and our grandchildren’s livelihoods. We 
need Climate Recovery plans now. Please help our generation make this a reality. Please sit 
down with me to discuss ways in which we can work together to make this possible.   
 
With the help of a devoted team of lawyers, filmmakers, and human rights activists, I am now 
able to tell my climate change story. So, learn more about my experiences while living in 
Southwestern Pennsylvania, and see the struggles my community must face at the hands of the 
fossil fuel industries. Please watch my film, TRUST Pennsylvania to understand why I am 
fighting to preserve our atmosphere.  
 
I have submitted a Petition for Rule-Making to the Pennsylvania Environmental Quality Board, 
the Department of Environmental Protection, the Department of Conservation and Natural 
Resources, the Department of Transportation, and the Office of Oil and Gas Management. I’m 
asking you to support the petition, which asks the departments to limit and regulate fossil fuel 
carbon dioxide emissions, and to achieve an effective emissions reduction strategy that will 
achieve an atmospheric concentration no greater than 350 ppm of carbon dioxide by 2100.  
 
Please join me as we move forward into a sustainable future. I look forward to hearing from you 
soon.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Ashley Funk  


